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Soon after, plays translated from the German were
given, to be followed shortly by the first original play
written in Russian, The Prodigal Son, by Simeon
Polotsky.

The Tartar yoke had by now been thrown off.
The Poles, at one time in occupation of Moscow itself,
were beaten back and Russia with the aid of Peter
the Great began to assert her nationality. He made
the Church dependent on the State. He simplified
the Russian script. He founded the first Russian
newspaper. He had innumerable foreign books trans-
lated and did his best to force the customs of the West
on his conservative subjects. His activities produced
no immediate results In literature, for time was needed
before the crop could grow. Peter the Great prepared
the ground by letting In foreign influence, that of
France being predominant.

The chief source of French Ideas was the Empress
Catherine II, who was actually German born. She
was the friend of Voltaire, Montesquieu and Diderot,
and sympathetic towards Rousseau's republican notions.
But the outbreak of the French Revolution naturally
caused a change of front in aristocratic Russia, as
elsewhere. Radischev In his book, A Journey from
St. Petersburg to Moscow, showed, without exaggeration,
the appalling evils of serfdom and condemned the
censorship. Twenty years earlier the Empress would
have approved of the work. Now It was different.
Radischev was banished to Siberia. He was ultimately
pardoned, but a jesting threat of renewed imprisonment
drove him to suicide. He was the first Russian writer
to suffer for expressing opinions at the wrong moment:
not, however, the last.

Up to this date no really national literature had been
produced. French was the language of the cultured
classes. The Russian tone^e was waitincr for someone
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